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Excerpts from America’s 
Christian History 

 
 I have assembles just a few excerpts from documents and speeches that illustrate the pervasive 
influence of Christianity on many of our nations earliest leaders and that even  found its way into some 
of our founding documents. I hope they will be a blessing to you. 

Pastor Mike 
 
 

 
Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death 

Patrick Henry 

March 23, 1775.  

 
Excerpt 
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…An appeal to arms and to the God of hosts is all that is left us!  

…Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of those means which the God of nature hath placed in 
our power. The millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that 
which we possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we 
shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who 
will raise up friends to fight our battles for us. 

… Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, 
Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!  

 

 

The Declaration of Independence 

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,  

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the 
earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a 
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation.  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.— 
 
 

The Declaration of Independence 

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United 
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all 
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great 
Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts 
and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a 
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 
Fortunes and our sacred Honor.  
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The Articles of Confederation 
1777 

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to our 
Names send greeting.  

Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts-
bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.  

I.  

The Stile of this Confederacy shall be  

"The United States of America".  

 

The Articles of Confederation (continued) 
1777 

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of the legislatures we 
respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said Articles of 
Confederation and perpetual Union. … 

In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the State of 
Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-
Eight, and in the Third Year of the independence of America.  

Agreed to by Congress 15 November 1777 In force after ratification by Maryland, 1 March 1781  

 
 

Constitution 
ratified on September 17, 1787 

 
Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September 
in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names, 
 
 

Bill of Rights 
1789 

 
 
Congress OF THE United States  
begun and held at the City of New-York, on Wednesday the Fourth of March, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty nine.  
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1789 
 
[Amendment I]  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.  

 

 

From George Washington’s Prayer Journal 
At the age of 20 

Excerpt 
 
O, blessed father, let thy son's blood wash me from all impurities, and cleanse me from the stains of sin 
that are upon me. Give me grace to lay hold upon his merits; that they may be my reconciliation and 
atonement unto thee,--That I may know my sins are forgiven by his death & passion. 
 
Excerpt 
 
Direct my thoughts, words and work, wash away my sins in the immaculate blood of the lamb, and 
purge my heart by thy holy spirit, from the dross of my natural corruption, that I may with more freedom 
of mind and liberty of will serve thee, the ever lasting God, in righteousness and holiness this day, and 
all the days of my life. 
 
 

Washington’s Prayer at Valley Forge 

"I was riding with Mr. Potts near to the Valley Forge where the army lay during the war of ye 
Revolution, when Mr. Potts said, 'Do you see that woods & that plain? There laid the army of 
Washington. It was a most distressing time of ye war, and all were for giving up the Ship but that great 
and good man. In that woods (pointing to a close in view) I heard a plaintive sound as of a man at 
prayer. I tied my horse to a sapling & went quietly into the woods. To my astonishment I saw the great 
George Washington on his knees alone, with his sword on one side and his cocked hat on the other. He 
was at Prayer to the God of the Armies, beseeching to interpose with his Divine aid, as it was ye Crisis 
& the cause of the country, of humanity & of the world. Such a prayer I never heard from the lips of 
man. I left him alone praying. I went home & told my wife. We never thought a man could be a soldier 
& a Christian, but if there is one in the world, it is Washington. We thought it was the cause of God & 
America could prevail." 
 
Source: Eyewitness testimony of Isaac Potts, a Valley Forge resident who shared the following story 
with the Rev. Nathaniel Randolph Snowden (1770-1851), who then recorded it in his "Diary and 
Remembrances." 
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Thanksgiving Proclamation 

George Washington 
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City of New York, October 3, 1789 

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, 
to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor, and Whereas both Houses 
of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me "to recommend to the People of the United 
States a day of public thanks-giving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts 
the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to 
establish a form of government for their safety and happiness." 

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th. day of November next to be devoted by 
the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of 
all the good that was, that is, or that will be. That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our 
sincere and humble thanks, for his kind care and protection of the People of this country previous to 
their becoming a Nation, for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his 
providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war, for the great degree of 
tranquillity, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed, for the peaceable and rational manner in 
which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and 
particularly the national One now lately instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are 
blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge and in general for all the 
great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us. 
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And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great 
Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions, to enable us 
all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and 
punctually, to render our national government a blessing to all the People, by constantly being a 
government of wise, just and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed, to 
protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shown kindness unto us) and to 
bless them with good government, peace, and concord. To promote the knowledge and practice of true 
religion and virtue, and the increase of science among them and Us, and generally to grant unto all 
Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 

 
 

George Washington’s Farewell Address 
1796 

 
Excerpt 

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are 
indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to 
subvert these great pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The 
mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume could not 
trace all their connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked: Where is the security 
for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation desert the oaths which are the 
instruments of investigation in courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge the supposition that 
morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined 
education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national 
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.  

 
 


